
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Vexilla Regis, David Jones (1895-1974) 

21st March 2021 

Passion Sunday  



 

 

 

Missa cantata  
 
 

Organ Prelude Chorale Prelude on “O Mensch, bewein dein Sünde gross: (BWV 622)   J.S. Bach (1685-1750)  
 

 

Opening Hymn with Asperges           Vexilla Regis 
 

Holy Water is sprinkled as a reminder that through the waters of baptism we are made members of Christ’s 

Holy Catholic Church. 
 

1. THE royal banners forward go, 

The Cross shines forth in mystic glow; 

      Where he in flesh our flesh who made, 

      Our sentence bore, our ransom paid. 
 

2. There whilst he hung, his sacred side 

By soldier’s spear was opened wide, 

      To cleanse us in the precious flood 

      Of water mingled with his Blood. 
 

3. Fulfilled is now what David told 

In true prophetic song of old, 

How GOD the heathen’s King should be; 

For GOD is reigning from the Tree. 

4. O Tree of glory, Tree most fair, 

Ordained those holy limbs to bear, 

      How bright in purple robe it stood, 

      The purple of a SAVIOUR’S Blood! 
 

5. Upon its arms, like balance true, 

He weighed the price for sinners due, 

The price which none but he could pay, 

And spoiled the spoiler of his prey. 
 

6. To thee, Eternal THREE in ONE, 

Let homage meet by al be done: 

As by the Cross thou dost restore, 

So rule and guide us evermore. Amen. 
 

Introit  Judica me                              Psalm 43:1-2 
 

 Give sentence with me, O God, and defend the cause of my soul against the ungodly people: 

deliver me, and rid me from the deceitful and wicked man; for thou, O Lord, art my God, and 

my strong salvation. Ps. 43:3 O send out thy light and thy truth, that they may lead me: and 

bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy dwelling. Glory be ...  Give sentence with me ...  
 

Salutation and Collect for Purity 
 

Celebrant The grace ✠ of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost,  

be with you all. 

People And with thy spirit.  
  

ALMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets  

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.          
 

Kyrie              Service of Holy Communion              John Merbecke (c. 1510 - c. 1585)   
 

  Lord, have mercy upon us   

Christ, have mercy upon us   

Lord, have mercy upon us 
 

The Collect of the Day     
  

Celebrant  The Lord be with you; 

People   And with thy spirit.  

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant   WE beseech thee, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon thy people; that by thy great goodness 

they may be governed and preserved evermore, both in body and soul; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 



 

 

 

 

The Collect for Lent     
 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and dost forgive the 

sins of all them that are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we worthily 
lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all 

mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the 

day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they 

broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make 

with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I 

will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And no longer 

shall each one teach his neighbour and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall 

all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their 

iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 51: 1-13 Miserere mei, Deus. 
 

 HAVE mercy upon me, O God, after thy great goodness; / according to the multitude of thy 

mercies do away mine offences. 

Wash me throughly from my wickedness, / and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I acknowledge my faults, / and my sin is ever before me. 

Against thee only have I sinned, and done that which is evil in thy sight; / that thou mightest be 

justified when thou speakest, and clear when thou dost judge. 

Behold, I was brought forth in wickedness, / and in sin hath my mother conceived me. 

But lo, thou requirest truth in the inward parts, / and shalt make me to understand wisdom 

secretly. 

Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; / thou shalt wash me, and I shall be 

whiter than snow. 

Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness, / that the bones which thou hast broken may 

rejoice. 

Turn thy face from my sins, / and put out all my misdeeds. 

Make me a clean heart, O God, / and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from thy presence, / and take not thy holy spirit from me. 

O give me the comfort of thy help again, / and stablish me with a free spirit. 

Then shall I teach thy ways unto the wicked, / and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 
 

Hebrews 5:5-10 
 

So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said 

to him, 
 

“You are my Son, 

    today I have begotten you”; 

as he says also in another place, 



 

 

 

“You are a priest for ever, 

    after the order of Melchizedek.” 
 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to 

him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. Although 

he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. And being made perfect, he 

became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, being designated by God a high 

priest after the order of Melchizedek. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual   Eripe me                                                 Psalm 143:9-10 
 

 Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: teach me to do the thing that pleaseth thee. 

Ꝟ. Ps. 18:50 It is the Lord that delivereth me from my cruel enemies, and setteth me up above 

mine adversaries: thou shalt deliver me from the wicked man. 
 

Tract  Sæpe expugnaverunt me                  Psalm 129:1-4 
 

 Many a time have they fought against me: from my youth up.  

Ꝟ. May Israel now say: yea, many a time have they vexed me from my youth up. 

Ꝟ. But they have not prevailed against me: the plowers ploughed upon my back. 

Ꝟ. And made long furrows: but the righteous Lord hath hewn the snares of the ungodly in pieces. 
 

The Gospel  St John 12:20-33 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant ✠ The Holy Gospel is written in the twelfth chapter of the Gospel according to St John, 

beginning at the twentieth verse.   

People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. So these came to 

Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip 

went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. And Jesus answered them, “The 

hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever 

loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If 

anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone 

serves me, the Father will honour him. 
 

“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this 

purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: 

“I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd that stood there and heard it said that 

it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has 

come for your sake, not mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now will the ruler of this 

world be cast out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He 

said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                                              Fr David Raths  
 

 



 

 

 

Nicene Creed                            Merbecke  
 

Celebrant  I BELIEVE in one God  

Cantor the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things visible and invisible:  

     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of the Father before all 

worlds; God, of God; Light, of Light; Very God, of very God; Begotten, not made; Being of one 

substance with the Father; Through whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 

And was made man, And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried, And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, 

And sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the 

quick and the dead: Whose kingdom shall have no end.  

     And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, The Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the 

Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who  

spake by the Prophets. And I believe One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge 

one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the Resurrection of the dead,  

✠ And the Life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

THE INTERCESSION 
 

A server leads the prayers for the Church, ending each petition with:   
 

Reader  Lord, in thy mercy, 

People  Hear our prayer. 
 

The Invitation to Confession and Absolution    
 

Celebrant YE that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with your 

neighbours, and intend to lead the new life, following the commandments of God, and walking 

from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your 

comfort; and make your humble confession to Almighty God, meekly kneeling upon your knees. 
 

All  ALMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men: 

We acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness, Which we from time to 

time most grievously have committed, By thought, word, and deed, Against thy Divine 

Majesty. We do earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these our misdoings. Have 

mercy upon us, most merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, Forgive 

us all that is past; And grant that we may ever hereafter Serve and please thee In newness 

of life, To the honour and glory of thy Name; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant  ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 

sins to all them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him: Have mercy upon you; 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins; confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring 

you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
 

Offertory       Confitebor tibi                               Psalm 119:7,10,17,107   
  

 I will give thanks unto the Lord with my whole heart: O do well unto thy servant, that I may live, 

and keep thy word: quicken thou me, according to thy word, O Lord. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Offertory Hymn                             Rockingham 
 

1. WHEN I survey the wondrous Cross 

    On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

    And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

2. Forbid it, LORD, that I should boast, 

    Save in the Cross of CHRIST, my GOD; 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

    I sacrifice them to his Blood. 

3. See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 

    Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

    Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

4. Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

    That were an offering far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

    Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

Secret (Prayer over the Gifts) 
 

Celebrant   WE beseech thee, O Lord, that these our oblations may both loose the bonds of our iniquity, and 

obtain for us the gifts of thy loving kindness; through Jesus Christ, thy Son our Lord, who liveth 

and reigneth with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
 

Mass Intentions of the Day 
 

Celebrant  Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours be acceptable unto God the Father Almighty. 

People  May the Lord receive the sacrifice at thy hands, to the praise and glory of His Name, 

to our benefit and to that of all His Holy Church. 
 

THE CANON OF THE MASS 
 

Celebrant THE Lord be with you; 

People  And with thy spirit. 
 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts; 

People  We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God; 

People  It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Celebrant  IT is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places give 

thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God, Creator and Preserver of all 

things. 
 

FOR the redemption of the world by the death and passion of our Saviour Christ, both God and 

Man; who did humble himself, even to the death upon the Cross for us sinners, who lay in 

darkness and the shadow of death; that he might make us the children of God, and exalt us to 

everlasting life. 
 

THEREFORE with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 

magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee and saying: 
 

Sanctus and Benedictus           Merbecke 
 

 HOLY, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.  
 

BLESSED ✠ is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant       BLESSING and glory and thanksgiving be unto thee Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who 

of thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to 

suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself 

once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the 

whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 

memorial of that his precious death, until his coming again. 



 

 

 

 

     Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that we receiving these 

thy creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, 

in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took Bread; and, when he had given thanks, he 

brake it; and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for you: 

Do this in remembrance of me. ✠ Likewise after supper he took the Cup; and, when he had 

given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all, of this; for this is my Blood of the new 

Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the remission of sins: Do this, as oft as ye 

shall drink it, in remembrance of me. ✠ 

     Wherefore, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, we thy humble servants, with all thy holy 

Church, remembering the precious death of thy beloved Son, his mighty resurrection, and 

glorious ascension, and looking for his coming again in glory, do make before thee, in this 

sacrament of the holy Bread of eternal life and the Cup of everlasting salvation, the memorial 

which he hath commanded; And we entirely desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept 

this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, most humbly beseeching thee to grant, that by the 

merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and all thy whole 

Church may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion; And we pray that 

by the power of thy Holy Spirit, all we who are partakers of this holy Communion may be 

fulfilled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

by whom and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be unto thee,  

O Father Almighty, world without end. 

People  Amen. 
 

THE COMMUNION 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray. As our Saviour Christ hath commanded and taught us, we are bold to say, 

All Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Fraction and Pax 
 

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 
 

The Prayer of Humble Access 
 

All  We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, Trusting in our own 

righteousness, But in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy So much as to 

gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, Whose property is 

always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, So to eat the Flesh of thy dear 

Son Jesus Christ, And to drink his Blood, That our sinful bodies may be made clean by his 

Body, And our souls washed through his most precious Blood, And that we may evermore 

dwell in him, And he in us. Amen. 

Agnus Dei             Merbecke  
   

 O LAMB of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 



 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Celebrant Behold the Lamb of God ...  

All  Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldest come under my roof,  

but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed.  
 

Communion  Hoc corpus                             1 Corinthians 11:24,25 
 

 This is my Body, which is given for you; this cup is the new Testament in my Blood, saith the 

Lord: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Music at Communion Lent Prose (“Attende Domine”)      Plainsong  
 

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 

for we have sinned against thee. 
 

1. To thee, Redeemer, on thy throne of glory: 

Lift we our weeping eyes in holy pleadings: 

      Listen, O Jesu, to our supplications. ℟ 
 

2. O thou chief Corner-stone, Right Hand of the Father 

Way of Salvation, Gate of Life Celestial: 

Cleanse thou our sinful souls from all defilement. ℟ 

3. God, we implore thee, in thy glory seated: 

Bow down and hearken to thy weeping children: 

Pity and pardon all our grievous trespasses. ℟ 
 

4. Sins oft committed now we lay before thee: 

With true contrition, now no more we veil them: 

Grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution. ℟ 
 

5. Innocent, captive, taken unresisting: 

Falsely accused, and for us sinners sentenced, 

Save us, we pray thee, Jesu our Redeemer. ℟ 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

In Union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of thy Church where thy blessed Body and Blood are being 

offered to the Father, I desire to offer thee praise and thanksgiving. I believe that thou art truly present in the 

Holy Sacrament. And since I cannot now receive thee sacramentally, I beseech thee to come spiritually into my 

heart. I unite myself unto thee, and embrace thee with all the affections of my soul. Let me never be separated 

from thee. Let me live and die in thy love. Amen.  
 

THANKSGIVING AND DISMISSAL 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Celebrant ALMIGHTY and everliving God,  
 

All we most heartily thank thee that thou dost graciously feed us, in these holy mysteries, with 

the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jesus  

Christ; assuring us thereby of thy favour and goodness towards us; and that we are living 

members of his mystical body, which is the blessed company of all faithful people; and are 

also heirs through hope of thy everlasting kingdom. 

    And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a 

reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee. And although we are unworthy, yet we 

beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but 

pardoning our offences; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy 

Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 

The Blessing  
 

Celebrant THE peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of God 

Almighty, ✠ the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you 

always. Amen. 
 

 



 

 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Let us depart in peace. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Post-Communion Hymn                          Cross of Jesus 
 

1. In the Cross of CHRIST I glory, 

    Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 

    Gathers round its head sublime. 
 

2. When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

    Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the Cross forsake me; 

    Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

3. When the sun of bliss is beaming 

    Light and love upon my way, 

From the Cross the radiance streaming 

    Adds more lustre to the day. 
 

4. Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 

    By the Cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 

    Joys that through all time abide. 
 

5.  In the Cross of CHRIST I glory, 

         Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

     All the light of sacred story 

                  Gathers round its head sublime. 
 

Announcements and the Angelus  
            

Celebrant The Angel of the Lord brought tidings unto Mary; 

People  And she conceived by the Holy Ghost.  
 

Celebrant Hail, Mary, full of grace: the Lord is with thee; 

  Blessèd art thou amongst women, and blessèd is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

People  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. 
 

Celebrant Behold the handmaid of the Lord; 

People  Be it unto me according to thy word. 
 

Celebrant Hail, Mary… 

People  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. 
 

Celebrant And the Word was made flesh. 

People  And dwelt among us. 
 

Celebrant Hail, Mary…  

People  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. 
 

Celebrant Pray for us, O holy Mother of God; 

People  That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 

Celebrant We beseech thee, O Lord, pour Thy grace into our hearts; that as we have known the Incarnation  

of Thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel, so by His ✠ Cross and Passion we may be 

brought unto the glory of His Resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you; 

People  And with thy spirit. 
 

Celebrant Let us bless the Lord; 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Celebrant May the Divine assistance remain with us always, and may the souls ✠ of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Organ Postlude     Chorale Prelude on ‘Vexilla Regis’       Healey Willan (1880-1968) 



 

 

 

In memoriam 
 

 

The Light before the Blessed Sacrament burns to the Glory of God,  

and in fond remembrance of William (Bill) Silver. 
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