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Dear Friends,
For 128 years, St. Barnabas has been a place offaith and a
haven for many, where the living Gospel ofJesus Christ
has been the heart ofour life. We have faced many
challenges, and, by the Grace ofthe living
God, have emerged strong and healthy. Our
Parish continues to be a vibrant member of
the Body ofChrist, richly blessed with many
marvellous and generous people who enable us
to fulfill our mission and ministry in the midst
ofa fast-paced and rapidly changing society.
Our past experience helps shape our life
together, and enables us to face the future with
confidence.
The Diocese ofOttawa has been engaged in a process,
named “Embracing God’s Future”, through which, as a
Diocesan family, we have been looking at the needs ofthe
wider society and how, as the Church, we can renew our
ministry and witness. Our Parish is part ofthis process,
and our Parish Council is beginning to plan for the next
5–10 years so that we will be in a better position to meet
the opportunities and challenges we face.
Our current Parish model – a full-time priest, full music
programme, active outreach ministries, a beautiful church
and hall facilities supported by a dedicated core group of

volunteers, solid financial support – is the model we have
all come to expect. Two key questions we will be exploring
are: “Is this model sustainable in terms offinances and
volunteer resources?” and “Does this model meet the needs
ofthe community we are called to serve?”
St. B’s has been blessed with a growing
congregation and increasing income, but in the
next 5–10 years will we be able to sustain the
model ofministry and worship we currently
enjoy, and perhaps even take for granted? If
this model ofParish life is to be maintained,
people must become more engaged in
supporting Parish ministry and witness.
Financial support is a critical component, but
volunteer time to support the various ministries ofthe
Parish is ofequal importance. Help is needed in the
following areas: Christian education, the Sacristy and care
ofthe Altar, liturgical assistants – readers, servers, greeters
– administration, outreach, maintenance ofthe buildings
and property. I urge each one ofus to participate in the
conversations about the future shape ofthe ministry and
witness ofour Parish.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Murray

In late February, parishioners had the opportunity to take
part in an exercise designed to promote empathy with
Indigenous peoples who have suffered through centuries
ofcolonization.
Led by an Indigenous facilitator, about a dozen
participants had a glimpse ofthe experience ofloss of
homeland and traditions as blankets laid on the floor –
representing pre-contact ancestral lands – were gradually
constrained and largely removed, leaving only a few
squares representing today's reserves.
The Blanket Exercise was developed by the multi-faith
social justice and ecological advocacy group KAIROS,
with the cooperation ofIndigenous elders, in response to
the 1996 Report ofthe Royal Commission on Aboriginal
Peoples. It has since become an important tool of
reconcilliation in the more recent findings ofthe Truth
and Reconciliation Commission, which, among many
other things, includes a recommendation to learn about
history from an Indigenous point ofview.
The event, organized by parishioner and Indigenous
and Northern Affairs Canada analyst Patrick Mackenzie,
concluded with a period to debriefin the form ofa
traditional talking circle.

Much ofthe choir's repertoire is by composers long
deceased, but in February the choir had a chance to
participate in a Skype session with Ola Gjeilo, a
Norwegian-born, New York–based composer, who
offered valuable feedback on – and was impressed by –
their performance of Ubi Caritas, one ofhis works.

SPRING FLOWERS – Over the years a dedicated group
of volunteers have created a lovely green space
around the Church in the midst of the concrete and
asphalt of Kent St. Thank you to the late Patti Squires,
Wesley Warren, the late Kathryn Missen, Susan
Howell, Jo and Michelle O'Brien, Robert Irmie, Julie
Cross and others who have helped maintain the Parish
gardens.

St. Barnabas tends to be associated more with the comfort
ofage-old ritual than the innovations ofmultimedia, but
May 12 saw the Parish treated to a successful merging of
song, recitation, and visual art.
Organized by Catherine Schwartz, an alumna ofthe
choir who is completing a doctorate in musicology at
McGill, the concert showcased her original songs arranged
for voice, cello, and harp, as well as the Christian-themed
paintings ofAnnegret Hunter.
The concert took the form offour meditative sections,
each with songs, readings, and projections ofartwork.
Each section concluded with a period ofsilent reflection,
and Catherine notes that the goal was to foster a deeper
understanding ofthe suffering ofthe Passion and the joy
ofthe Resurrection.
“Even though the songs came out ofvery personal
experiences, I knew that they would resonate with the
common journey offaith,” Catherine says. “So, it was a
matter ofsimultaneously developing meditation themes,
finding scripture verses, and selecting readings and images
that would integrate well with one another and illuminate
this experience.”
Catherine collaborated on the musical arrangements
with cellist Greg Weeks and harpist Susan Sweeney
Hermon. Another friend, Lucy-Ann Kubina, contributed
readings ofpoetry and spiritual texts. Catherine planned
the event as the first ofmany potential artistic
collaborations under the name Canticum Lunae, whose
goal, she said, is to blend music and contemplation in a
contemporary context.
Look for an excerpt from the concert to appear soon on
the church's website: http://stbarnabasottawa.com.

From left to right: harpist Susan Sweeney Hermon, reader
Lucy-Ann Kubina, singer-songwriter Catherine Schwartz,
cellist Greg Weeks and artist Annegret Hunter.

Annegret Hunter's paintings were on display in the
Parish hall during the post-concert reception.

SERVERS – from left to right: Tyler McKenna, Fiona Laverty, Chris Cullen, Alice MacKenzie, Neville Moses,
Malcolm Mackenzie , Fr. Don Tudin, and Bryan Bondy.

Since taking the reins of Sunday School leadership in the fall, Wayne and Barbara Nimigan have set a new
standard for visual teaching aids, from posters, developed over weeks, illustrating the birth and life of Jesus to
handouts involving meticulously gathered icons of key saints. The highlight throughout Lent, however, was the
creation of a diorama of Christ's entrance into Jerusalem, complete with donkey, curious onlookers, and, on
Easter Sunday, a modelling-clay tomb with an angel standing by and the stone entrance rolled away. Daffodils
(perhaps out of scale but nevertheless festive) completed the joyful Easter scene. The diorama invites all
members of the Parish to share in the children's journey of learning.

PIG ROAST! On June 10 the Parish enjoyed another of its annual presummer get-togethers in the form of a porcine feast. Many thanks to Chef
Adrian again for his delicious, flame-broiled labours.

Funerals
James Broughall December 17, 2016
Sylvia Gormandy March 4, 2017

